BROTHERS OF ST GABRIEL
“Through Work Achieves Success”

Blessed are you among women
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Words from the Provincial Superior
Bro. Francis Chua

Dear Brothers, Collaborators & Montfortian Family,
The Province of Malaysia-Singapore is happy to share with you on
what is happening in our Communities, Schools and Institutions in
this mid-year Issue of our News Bulletin. Though we are few in
numbers as Brothers of St Gabriel, we are definitely blessed with
many committed Board Members, Teachers, Lay Associates and Staff
to journey with us in this educative mission by imparting spiritual
values and the charisms of our Founder.
I was inspired by a commemorative inscription written “Traveller,
what do you see? A light quenched, a man consumed by the fire of
charity, who became all things to all men, Louis-Marie Grignion de
Montfort. If you asked me about his life, there was none more holy,
His penance, none more austere, His zeal, none more ardent, His
devotion to Mary, none more like St. Bernard’s. Priest of Christ, he showed forth Christ in his
actions, and preached Him everywhere in his words. Indefatigable, he rested only in his grave.
He was the Father of the poor, Protector of orphans, Reconciler of sinners. His glorious death
was the image of his life, as he lived, so he died, Ripe for God, he went to heaven.”
We can claim to be Montfortians only to the extent the above-mentioned charisms and
spirituality are present among us.
It was very encouraging and enriching to hear from the different Provinces during the 16 th
Council of the Institute held at Saint Laurent Sur Sevre, France from 11th to 22nd May this year
about the various missions being carried out by the Brothers and Lay Partners around the
world. It gives me a clearer vision and I was indeed touched, energized and ready to re-commit
my service for our Province.
I thank each of you for your personal involvement and commitment to once again bring back the
right values and morals in our Schools and Institutions. As you flip through the pages of this
Bulletin, let us be reminded that we are only stewards and servants in the Master’s House doing
what is required of us. ‘Unless the Lord builds the House, in vain do we labour.’
Celebrating and commemorating the Tercentenary of the Origin of our Congregation and Year
for Consecrated Life, let us go back to our roots and be spiritually rooted in our Founder.
Wishing you all the Peace and Joy of Christ.
June 2015
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Boys’ Town Singapore by Elaine Chong

Boys’ Town orientation camp (January)
From 2 to 4 January, about 50 boys gathered for
Boys’ Town’s annual orientation camp where they
got a chance to bond with one another and with
the staff. The 3-day event was held at Camp
Challenge Admiralty and allowed the boys to grow
their confidence while enjoying the outdoors. It
had the traditional camp activities high element
beams and rope obstacle challenges, but with a
focus on reflection activities to teach campers how
to overcome challenges and empower themselves
in unfamiliar environments.

Boys’ Town Family day (January)
Our annual family day was held on 31 January. The
event helps to strengthen family bonds and
relationships between us and our beneficiaries’
caregivers. Through games, food and interactions,
we want to encourage the youths to take
ownership of their family, and experience how
they are key to bridging the gap between them
and their parents’ generations.

Every child deserves a home (February)
As a child, you would have memories growing up, going for outings with your parents and enjoying a
meal together.
There are in Singapore waiting for a home where they can share the warmth of a family that treasures
them. These are newborns, preschoolers or secondary school students who can no longer live safely at
home for the time being or even permanently due to absent parents or the danger of abuse and neglect.
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Boys’ Town will be working closely with the Ministry
of Social and Family Development (MSF) on a new
fostering service in 2015 to close this gap. There are
about 330 children on MSF’s Fostering Scheme
today.

Minister Chan visits Boys Town for fostering
announcement

As one of first two voluntary welfare organisations
selected to be a fostering agency, we will be helping
to recruit more foster parents to help achieve safety
and well-being in a family-focused environment for
children in need.

If applications are successful, foster parents can indicate the age and gender of children whom they feel
they can best care for. They will be matched to a child according to the child’s needs and their ability to
care for the child. If you have room for love and are open to inviting these children to be part of your
family, please contact us at our fostering hotline 91137612 for more information.

Feng, our new boy, on his first leadership trip
(March)
One of the most fascinating and fulfilling things about
youth work is watching our young people grow and
develop as individuals. Earlier in March, 18 boys were
brought on a trip to Balai, Indonesia, sponsored by EMC
Corporation. Together with EMC volunteers, they
worked to build a small canteen for a school which
reaches out to the community kids and orphans.

The boys were also taken on a camping trip where senior leaders were tasked to take on a guiding role
and teach the newer leaders how to pitch a tent. The experience allowed the boys to realize that their
role as a leader is to serve those they lead.
Feng, an articulate and helpful boy, was one of the new leaders. His parents enrolled into Boys’ Town
five months ago as they were concerned over him skipping school. “I am not sure why I behaved that
way,” he says. “I think it could be partly rebellion and partly disinterest in studies.” Spending time here
has allowed Feng to confide in other boys. “I felt relieved when I shared my stories and we could relate
to one another.”
Feng found the Camp Solo Night the most memorable. Senior boys and staff patrolled the campsite but
the boys were left alone for the most part to rest and reflect. “It was really dark and all I had was a small
head lamp. I made a mental map of where the other boys so I won’t feel alone.”
When journaling, Feng said the experience in darkness brought back the thought of being surrounded by
problems. “There will always be challenges around us, but I learnt that I can choose to overcome them
and walk confidently.”
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St. Louis’ Fraternity and Montfort Centre, Singapore
The dynamic in St. Louis’ Fraternity changed from the beginning of this year. This year, the community
grew from three to six due to transfer. The community was mandated to be the Formation Community
with two Aspirants residing in.

Partnership Sub-Secretariat
At the beginning of this year, the Province was entrusted to
take the responsibility as Sub-Secretariat of Partnership. The
inauguration took place on the 21 Jan 2015 which was
graced by Bro. Yvan Passebon, the Vicar General. The
Partnership Secretariat is located in St. Laurent Sur-Sevre,
France; with Bro. Maurice Herault as the Secretary. The
Superior General appointed Bro. Thomas Paul as the SubSecretary of Partnership especially for the English speaking
countries.

The Provincial Chapter
The Provincial Chapter took place from 22nd January to 24th January hosted by the community in Montfort Centre.
The Chapter was truly guided by the Spirit. The main agenda for the Chapter was to review the previous Provincial
Chapter held in March 2013’s resolution. The Chapter’s atmosphere was peaceful and reached its objectives.

Feast of the Annunciation
On the Feast of the Annunciation, 25th March, 2015, two
candidates were officially admitted into the Aspirancy. They
were Paul D Molina and Zerah Goh. It was really a great
blessing for the Province to have Singaporeans as Aspirants
after many years that the Province did not receive any
candidate from Singapore. Bro. John Albert was appointed
by the Provincial Superior as the Formator for these two
Aspirants.

Montfort Centre’s Facilities
Apart from the Montfortian monthly prayer gathering on every last Wednesday of the month, Montfort Centre is
always occupied by Retreatants either in group or individual. The Montfort exhibition, which was designed by Bro.
Jean-Denis was frequently visited especially during the beginning of the year by the new teachers and students
for their orientation.

When you walk along the road or path, take notice of the
plants and nature around you. Even with all the richness
man has, none can compare to the beauty of God’s
creation.
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Feast of St. Louis Marie De Montfort
The Community and the Prayer Partners celebrated
the Feast of St. Louis on the 29th April, 2015. The
monthly Montfortian prayer on the said mentioned
date was particularly focused on Montfort’s
contribution to the Church and to the society. A simple
fellowship was held after the prayer.

Talk of the Town
As part of the Year of the Consecrated, the Brothers of
St. Gabriel were invited to share their mission works
and their life. Bro. Dominic Yeo-Koh represented the
Gabrielite Brothers to do the sharing. It was held on
the 30th April, 2015 at the Church owned café, The
Crossing, at the city centre. That evening, the
attendees heard the sharing from the Gabrielite
Brother and the Cenacle Sister.

Community Outing
On the 1st May, 2015, the community went for a day
recreational outing at Ubin Island. The small island is
located on the south of Singapore. It took about ten
minutes’ boat ride to the island. In contrast with the
economic and development activities on the main
island of Singapore, Ubin as if stood against time. The
jungle seemed to be untouched and the remaining
small buildings remained since colonial period. The
small Ubin island was mined for its granite and now
served as tourist destination for both locals and
foreigners.

Montfortian Pilgrimage
As Montfort Centre was incepted for spiritual
enrichment, a Montfortian Pilgrimage was organised
and led by Bro. Dominic Yeo-Koh on 31 May to 12
June, to France. The participants were of the members
of the staff from our schools and the collaborators of
the Brothers. They visited the places where Montfort
was including his home town; Montfort Sur-Meu and
his final resting place, St. Laurent Sur-Sevre.
Basilica of St Louis De Montfort
St Laurent Sur-Sevre

~Province Bulletin
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Mission in Myanmar
by Martino Ahrngo and William Yapa

Summer Programme
This summer we have organized an English
Language Learning Programme for the children of
Twantay in Myanmar. A total of some 70 students
enrolled for this programme. They were divided
into groups, i.e. for those from Grade 5 to 7
(Primary Level), from Grade 8 to 10 (Secondary
Level), and Grade 11 with UDE (University Distant
Education) students.
The classes were mainly ran in the morning as the
afternoons were rather hot, being the summer
season. The classes for the older students were
done in the night. This was our first attempt at the
summer programme. The students responded well
to the programme. Of the 70 who enrolled some 55
of them completed the programme successfully.
They learned the English language to various class
activities. They had presentations by fellow
students, group activities, dialogue conversation
and role-play. They also had dancing and singing.
The students were happy to be able to show what
are capable of. They have expressed that they liked
to learn to speak English.
At the end of the summer programme some of the
students and the staff went on a three-day trip to
Hpa’an for an excursion. They visited the Mount
Zwe Ka Bin and had a wonderful time there. This
was a fitting end to the summer holidays and the
students are now back to school for the new
academic year.
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Dedication of our property in Twantay
We have bought a property, consisting of two
housing lots, located near to the Assumption Church
of Twantay (Myanmar). It has an old wooden house
in it. We are making use of the existing house for our
five candidates as prospective teachers in the future.
Currently they are learning English and undergoing
some formation in community living.
A Blessing dedication was done on 10th May 2015
with a prayer service attended by some 50 people. We gather in the evening at the house and during
the prayer service Fr. Louis blessed the place. This simple ceremony inaugurated for us the beginning of
our facility for education and residence of the Brothers and staff. It was a significant event for us and has
created interest in our mission for the local people here.

If one has the answers to all the
questions - that is the proof that God
is not with him. It means that he is a
false prophet using religion for
himself. The great leaders of the
people of God, like Moses, have
always left room for doubt. You must
leave room for the Lord, not for our
certainties; we must be humble.
-Papa Francesco
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by Theresa Sia
WORK READINESS PROGRAMME - LIFE SKILLS 4
YOUTH. The 8-day training was held for all Year 2
students by Soroptimist International Damansara,
assisted by the ladies of Lion’s Club Malacca. This
programme was sponsored by JP Morgan Chase
Foundation. At the end of the programme, the students
sat for a test and two boys achieved 100%, a record for
the programme Facilitators! Congratulations to the
boys who made us proud! The picture shows the
facilitators taking a photo with boys from Jude House
showing off their certificates.
On another workshop, all students attended a
motivational and inspirational talk by Evan Tan on “The
Ordinary is the EXTRAORDINARY”.

MYC CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION - The in-house celebration began with a thanksgiving mass and later
the boys, staff and volunteers had dinner together. After the dinner, all adjourned to the roll call area for lion
dance and other performances by the boys. The event ended with the Brothers giving oranges and ang pows to
all. The picture on the right shows Fr. Paul Wong from St. Mary’s Church, Ayer Salak and the PPC Chairman taking
a group photo with the boys after giving them ang pows. We thank them for sharing their love with the boys.

CNY HOLIDAY ASSIGNMENT
During the Chinese New Year holidays, the students
were given holiday assignments for their Houses. Every
House was given a different topic i.e. Family Values,
Gangsterism, Smoking and Boy-Girl Relationship.
The assignments were presented by the Houses when
they get back. The students were very creative in their
presentations, showing off their talents and ideas. A
competition on the School song was also held to
encourage the students to know the School song by
heart.
Overall champion was Anthony House who won themselves a picnic and a lunch treat as their prize!
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Congratulations to all the Houses for their excellent performances!

CAMPING FOR BOYS IN THE SCHOOL GROUND.
After workshop on Friday, the boys took their bags
from their respective dormitories and gathered in the
area near the Brothers’ Quarters. By Houses, they
started to pitch their tents, while other members
gathered firewood to start fire for cooking. The next
day, they competed by their Houses in challenging rope
activities and in the evening, they had a gala dinner.
The camping ended with an evaluation on Sunday
afternoon. Though tired, the boys enjoyed themselves
and strengthen their bond especially among their team
members.

HOLY WEEK—Every Friday during Lent, the boys
gathered to pray the way of the cross. Easter Sunday
was celebrated at MYC with a barbeque.

INDUSTRIAL VISIT—25 boys went to Gardenia for an
industrial visit and later visited Montfort Boys Town
(MBT) and had lunch there. We thank the Director,
Bro. Peter Issac, for his hospitality

VISITING

SUNDAY I—After the semester
examination, parents, family members and guardians
came to MYC, to meet the teaching staff, officers and
the Brothers. Later the students have lunch with their
family members.

WISDOM FOR EVERYONE—The workshop was
conducted by Mr. Samuel Selvaraju. He spoke about
Wisdom and how to apply Wisdom in the daily
challenges in one’s life.
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MYC 13TH
OPEN HOUSE
CHARITY
CARNIVAL
2015

A big THANK U
to all who came to support us; the Stall Operators; Companies, Societies,
Individuals, Ex-students & Current Students’ Parents.
We also thank the Members of the Press, Board Members, Staff & Students of
MYC and last but not least, Church Members & Members of the Public.
Thank you for going an extra mile for a worthy cause. May God bless you and
your families for your generosity.
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Bro. Peter K sg, Bro. Robin D sg. and the MYC
Board
Members visited FOM ERA Vocational
School and
exchanged ideas on the schooling
systems.

30 boys participated in the Relay for Life Malaysia
Malacca as volunteers. The event was organized
by the National Cancer Society with the aim to
bring awareness to the public.

During the mid-term holidays, the staff of MYC, joined by Bros. Peter and Robin, went for a 3 days 2
nights trip to Bali. The staff enjoyed themselves, visiting places, shopping, makan-makan and minumminum. Besides that, the Catholic & Christian staff attended Ascension mass at a beautiful church in
the heart of Kuta, Santo Franciskus Xavierus. It was a good time to enjoy each other’s company, talking
leisurely and out of the ordinary work stuff.

Staff Day was celebrated in MYC on 5 May. The prefects organized games and treasure hunt which all
staff and students took part. Later the staff were entertained with a number of presentations by the
students including video clips of boys thanking the staff. A token was given to all staff and the session
ended with a fellowship lunch. We thank Bro. Peter and the prefects who made the Staff Day
meaningful to all us.
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Montfort Boys Town, Shah Alam
by Arulanantham Sinnasamy

Chinese New Year Celebration
The year 2015 – the Year of the
Goat kicked start all events and
activities at Montfort Boys Town.
Soon after the semester break for
Chinese New Year, we celebrated
our very own Chinese New
Celebration among the Brothers,
Sisters, Staff and Students on Chap
Goh Mei. Students entertained all
present with songs and dance, not
forgetting the lion dance which is a
must.

Archbishop’s Visit
The Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur, Most Rev. Julian Leow Beng Kim, made
his 1st visit to Montfort Boys Town on12th January 2015. He concelebrated
mass with Bro. Mark Tee which was attended by students and staff. A
short tour was organized for him to visit all our learning centres to meet
the staff and students. He was very impressed with the Muslim and Hindu
staff who have joined hands with the Brothers for a common goal, that is,
to help the underprivileged youths. He was then treated to a lunch with
entertainment provided by our students. In his speech, he thanked the
Brothers, Sisters and all the staff for their dedicated service. Not forgetting
his pastoral priorities – the Lost, the Last, the Least and the Little, he
visited our resident cooks, Mr and Mrs Yeo, who prepared the lunch for
the day and thanked them personally.

Feast of St. Louis Marie De Montfort
This year the Feast of St. Louis Marie De Montfort was celebrated on 28th April 2015. It was a milestone
celebration as we incorporated the 300th year of the origin of the Brothers. The theme chosen for this Feast Day
was “The Poor are the Sacred Image of God”. The celebration started with a three-day tridiuum conducted by
Rev. Fr. Edward Rayappan (Fr. Eddie).
The triduum was attended by Montfort trainees, staff and some friends of Montfort. The themes chosen
for the triduum were 1) Discipleship, 2) Our Call / Vocation, 3) The Poor. Those who attended were enlightened
regarding their journey towards God.
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Prior to the last day of the triduum, the staff attended a two-hour session on the life of St. Louis Marie De
Montfort and its relevance to our Montfort mission. The purpose of this session for the staff who come from
different religious backgrounds, was to create an awareness on St. Louise Marie De Montfort’s life and mission.
Archbishop Julian Leow presided the feast day mass followed by a fellowship and light entertainment by the
students.
The highlight of the fellowship was the cake cutting ceremony to mark the 300th year of the BSG origin, Feast
of St. Louise Marie De Montfort and the birthday of our dear Bro. Mark Tee. It was a fruitful feast of St. Louise
Marie for those present. (Ms. Agnes – Chairman: Feast Day Committee)

School Leavers Retreat
The School Leavers Retreat was held at the Golden Sands Baptist Centre, Port Dickson.
st
The 1 batch of 33 second year girls attended the retreat from 18 – 20 April 2015,
followed by 148 second year boys from 22 – 24 April 2015. This retreat was organized
by Bro. Peter Issac with a team of dedicated staff as co facilitators. This year’s retreat
focused on topics related to enhancing their faith, hope, gratitude, parental love,
reconciliation and experiences obtained at Montfort Boys Town. There were moments
of silent prayers and reflection to help them to connect with God. It was a fun cum
spirit filled memorable retreat. Many were touched and came forward to share their
experiences gained in MBT. Many felt that they were transformed and thankful to the
management for the second opportunity to re-look at their lives and also for the
knowledge gained and employment that awaits them after their graduation. The
retreat ended with a healing and reconciliation session which moved many to seek
forgiveness and expressed their heartfelt gratitude to God and to fellow trainees. (by
Ms. Wong Siew Ling)

Job Placement 2015
Job placement exercise was carried out from 13th till
16th April 2015 at Montfort Boys Town. All the 2nd year
students took part in "Job Placement Interview Week"
before their graduation ceremony and some were
given the opportunity to visit their future place of work.
A total of 72 companies from all over Peninsular Malaysia came to interview our students. On that note, 80%
of our students accepted the job offered while 10% decided to go back to their hometown and 10% further their
studies. We wish them all the best and may God continue to guide them and bless all their efforts.

Graduation 2015 – Theme: ‘Keep Your Goals Out of Reach but Not Out of Sight’
9th May 2015 was a memorable day for our MBT graduates as well as their parents. Two years of studies at MBT
has been fruitful to all graduates as they were transformed through ‘character building’ and skills training
preparing them for gainful employment. All their hard work and willingness to learn has paid off. Many graduates
took home various awards namely – Best Trainee Award in their respective trade, Bro. Roberge Award for
Leadership, Bro. Fernand Award for Good Discipline, Bro. Evariste Award for Outstanding Improvement and Bro.
Mark Tee Award. As the Home is run by the boys, great emphasis was given to the Prefectorial Board and Prefects
were rewarded under categories such as – Outstanding Prefects Award, a special Award for Head Prefects and
Head Quarters Prefects. Students who showed good behaviour, good discipline as well as those who were able to
entertain fellow trainees were also recognized.
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The climax of the event was on the Scholar of the Year 2015 Award and Bala Murugan A/L A.P.
Subramaniam was the proud winner of the this prestigious award. He received a cash token of RM 1,500.00.
Another tense moment was experienced by all the female graduates when the ‘Madam EvaGomez Endowment
Award’ was announced. Tharani A/P Pannir Selvam was selected and received RM 1,000.00.
Ir. Philip Tan Chee Lin, Chairman of the Board of Governors, who was also the Guest of Honor congratulated all
the graduates and thanked the Brothers, Sisters and all the staff for their dedication and commitment in serving
the underprivileged young people and assured that great reward awaited for all of us as we fulfill our earthly
mission.

Catholic and Christian Study Workshop
It was indeed a pleasant invitation of the Brothers of St. Gabriel to all the Catholic and Christian staff for a study
workshop at Port Dickson. We do acknowledge that the Brothers are openly talking about the lay collaboration,
encouraging and challenging us to be proactive in Montfort’s mission. We have witnessed the ‘Montfortian
education Charter’ being launched and Bro. Dominic Yeo Koh gave a very informative session to all staff recently.
Bro. John D’Cruz who is an ardent believer in creative teaching methodology, took up the challenge to study our
“Montfortian Associates Handbook” and presented it in a simple manner to all of us to have a better
understanding.
He highlighted 4 important elements at this study workshop:
1. Seeing and Understanding the “Signs of the Time”
2. Welcoming new realities / new challenges
3. Being truly and fully Montfortian
4. Becoming authentic leaders in the educative mission.
For all the four aspects, he taught us how to identify and to
practice life skills such as:- see/perceive, remember, speak/listen,
think/question, handle feeling, do/act, silence/reflect and many
others. The participants treasured all these life skills which are part
of our day-to-day work SOP and they are applicable in our very own
families as well.

In conclusion we ended the study workshop by reflecting on: “Let nothing trouble you; God will never change;
whoever has God within wants for nothing at all”.

Malaysia-Singapore Province Bulletin Jan-Jun 2015 Issue 29

Page 15

Montfort Youth Training Centre, Sabah
by Marcella Tiong and Helena Kwan

Annual Grant from Kinabalu Foundation
The Kinabalu Foundation represented by its Chairman, YBhg
Datuk Chin Chee Kee JP visited the Centre and presented its
annual grant of RM30,000 to Montfort. In his address to the
Trainees, Datuk Chin reminded them that the key to success is
discipline, and as such, he urged the Trainees to maintain
discipline in whatever they do wherever they are. Bro. Francis
Chua in his reply echoed Datuk Chin’s message saying that
discipline is very much taught and instilled in Montfort
through our daily programme. He thanked Datuk Chin and the
Kinabalu Foundation for their continuous support, adding that
Montfort had been receiving grants from the Foundation
since 2005. Datuk Chin also assured Montfort of the
Foundation’s continuous support for future endeavours.

9th Montfort Charity Golf Tournament

The Group Photo

Mr Willie Wong – Organising Chairman

Prize presentation

The above was held on 13th June 2015 (Saturday) at the Sabah Golf & Country Club which was again another
resounding success. Mr. Willie Wong, a Member of the MYTC Board of Governors helmed the Organising
Committee assisted by Mr. Henry Goh. Other Committee Members included Board Members YBhg Datuk
Margaret Fung, Mr Chiang Wei Chia and Mr.Johnny Wong. They were further supported by YBhg Datuk Kamal
Quadra, Mr. Yong Teck Chong, Mr. Peter Tio and Mr. Paul Ong.
144 registered and 143 participated in the tournament. Mr. Willie Wong said in his welcome address that
he was very happy with the response received in support of Montfort mission despite the economic uncertainties
and stiff competitions from two other golf tournaments held on the same weekend.
Tan Sri Bernard Dompok, Chairman of MYTC Board of Governors, on behalf of MYTC, thanked the
Organising Committee for their excellent staging of the tournament, the golfing community from Semananjung
(West Malaysia) and Sabah, the sponsors for the Hole-in-One prizes (one unit of Mitsuoka View T worth
RM168,888 from Datuk Aloysius Tan of TMBC Sdn. Bhd, and Mr. Lucas Lo of Rintis Malay Motors Sdn Bhd for one
unit of Proton Saga), the various sponsors for the 30 Lucky draw prizes and Sabah Golf and Country Club for
hosting the charity event.
The funds raised will be channelled towards the sustenance of the Residential Care and skills training of the
160 Youth in our Kinarut campus and the 90 students in our San Damiano Boys Hostel in Kiulu and in St. Mary’s
Youth Hostel in Sandakan.
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15TH Graduation Ceremony
16th May 2015 is the day that will forever be stamped into the minds, hearts and souls of sixty-five Trainees as
they walk up the stage to receive their scrolls of Montfort Certificate for successfully completing their two-year
training in industrial skill and personal development. It was a proud moment for their parents and families, many
of whom arrived as early as 7:30am for the ceremony.
The Graduating Batch of 2015 comprised 16 from Automotive, 16 Carpentry, 16 Welding and 17 from
Refrigeration and Air-conditioning Mechanics (RAM) Department. From among them, 6 achieved Distinction
(Terampil Cemerlang) in their Sijil Kemahiran Malaysia Level 2 examination. His Most Reverend, Archbishop John
Wong graciously officiated the auspicious ceremony and conferred the Certificate upon the happy Graduates,
witnessed by Tan Sri Bernard Dompok and hosts of distinguished guests.

Darrence Dallius receiving the Most Outstanding HQ
Prefect Award

The Valedictorians: Richard Onsogit and Rohan Moribin
Rohan Moribin from Carpentry together with Richard
Onsogit were chosen to share their amazing journey which
saw them from zero knowledge of English to delivering their
speeches in English on stage in the presence of many!
Richard Onsogit from RAMD won the Most Improved
Trainee of Batch 15 Award while Darrence Dallius and
Shegal Dominic from Welding Department had been
awarded with the Most Outstanding HQ Prefect and Most
Outstanding Head Prefect respectively.

Shegal Dominic receiving the Most Outstanding Head
Prefect Award

HOSTELS NEWS: San Damiano Boys Hostel, Kiulu
The Hostel organised a Parents’ Day for the parents to visit
the Boarders and the Hostel on the 8th February 2015. The
objective is to reach out to the parents and to bring
awareness to them of the aims and objectives of the Hostel in
providing residential care programme to the Boarders. With
such awareness and understanding, the parents can work
hand-in-hand to improve their sons academically and
character-wise. The Management led by Bro Director, Bro.
Francis Chua together with Mdm. Helena Kwan, Mr. Vincent
Wong and Ms. Marcella Tiong lent their support for the
function.
Bro. Francis in his address to the parents, welcomed the parents noting that many had come very far. He was very
encouraged by their presence, and urged them to safeguard the faith of their sons, saying that without God, life
has no richness or meaning.
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Water Harvest Project at San Damiano Boys’ Hostel, Kiulu
Rotary Club of Kota Kinabalu sponsored the materials needed to
harvest the gravity water for the San Damiano Boys Hostel in
Kiulu. The sponsored items included one unit of 600 gallons’ water
tank, five rolls of 500m pipe and other associated materials to
build the platform to sit the water tank at the source. The water is
harvested at the base of the hill about 3km away from the Hostel.
The source tank is connected to the collecting tank at the church
which is about 1.4km from the source tank. From there, the water
is channelled through the existing pipe to the Hostel.

HOSTELS NEWS : St. Mary’s Youth Hostel, Sandakan
th

On 7 March 2015, the Hostel organized a study excursion to
IJM Plantation to expose the Boarders to oil palm cultivation and
plantation. The Boarders toured the nursery where the seedlings
are first planted. They were also shown how the young oil palm
trees are nurtured until they are transplanted to the plantation
estate.
The Hostel is fortunate to receive gift of bio-composite fertilizers
th
from IJM Plantation on the 11 April 2015. The Boarder were
also taught horticulture lesson by Mr. Chin Khin Wui and Mr.
Michael Raymond Tan, Chairman of the Hostel’s Management
Committee who both showed the Boarders how to prepare the
mixture of fertilizers and vegetable beds.

WORD OF APPRECIATION

Montfort’s sustainability depends on the generosity and goodwill of many donors –
individuals and corporate bodies. Their personal involvement gives Hope to many
needy Youth while their financial supports enable Montfort to continue to give holistic
training to the Youth for gainful employment. To them, our Students and Staff said,
“Thank You. May God bless you all.”
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CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF THE JOINT BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Kinarut:- On the 26th – 28th March 2015, Montfort Youth Training Centre had the honour to host the
Consultative Meeting of the Joint Boards of Governors from Montfort Boys’ Town (MBT), Shah Alam and Montfort
Youth Centre (MYC), Melaka. For the first time in our collective history, the Provincial Superior, Bro. Francis Chua
called together the three Institutions in Malaysia to meet, at its highest level, with the Brothers to consult and
discuss on the Montfortian Educative Mission in Malaysia.
Among the issues tabled for discussion and deliberation are the sustainability of the Institutions and the relevancy
of the present technical skill courses. The Meeting also discussed ways to synergise the three Institutions’
resources, drawing on the richness of the Institutions’ strengths. High on the priority list is to steer our
Montfortian Educative Mission in the right direction without losing sight of our original objectives.
The Provincial, Bro. Francis Chua expressed the Brothers’ gratitude and appreciation to the Board Members from
MBT (Shah Alam) , and MYC (Melaka) for taking the time to fly to Sabah for this important Meeting. He also
thanked God for the gift of every Member of the respective Boards, including MYTC for their partnerships and
collaborations with the Brothers to bring the three Institutions forward to the present time.

In his keynote address, Bro. Provincial highlighted the collective strengths and weaknesses of the Institutions
against the backdrop of some opportunities and threats that the Institutions are facing. One of the concerns that
the Meeting dwelled on is losing the Montfortian and Christian Ethos in our educative pedagogy and the absence
of our Catholic observances and religious ambience in the campuses. The Meeting also addressed the pressing
issue of the dwindling number of Brothers in the Province. The meeting then explored some of the means to
maintain the Montfortian Charisms.
Meeting discussed the Government’s change of policy in the Sijil Kemahiran Malaysia curriculum wherein Level 1
and 2 of some of the courses the Institutions are conducting are being abolished. Given that our target Youth are
mostly school dropouts with minimal qualifications thus making it difficult for them to start at Level 3, the
Meeting explored other options beyond the SKM. For this purpose, the Meeting invited Mr. Avireen Chandran
representing the Federal University of Australia to present their Profile and scheme of certifications.
MBT was represented by Bro. Peter Isaac (Director), Ir. Dr. Philip Tan, (Chairman), Mr. Francis Arulanamdam
(Board Member), and Ir. Rocky Wong (Emeritus Board Member).
From MYC came Bro. Peter K. (Director), Bro. Robin Devasagayam, Mr. Lawrence Prosper and Mr. Mark Pillai
(Members of the Board) while Tan Sri Bernard Dompok led the MYTC Board Members Datuk Margaret Fung, Mr.
Chiang Wei Chia, Mr. Willie Wong, Mr. John Pang, Mdm. Suzanna Hon. Also present from MYTC were Bro. Gasper
and Management Committee Members. ~Helena Kwan
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MONTFORTIAN ASSOCIATES MOVEMENT
The Brothers of Saint Gabriel believe that partnerships and collaborations
with the Laity and networking with all people of goodwill are a living reality
in today’s world. The desire to establish and formalise the Montfortian
Associates Movement had been in their hearts and minds as expressed in
all the Messages from the 28th to the 31st General Chapters. The objective
of the Movement is to enrich and promote the sharing of Montfortian
Spirituality, Spiritual Vision and sharing of resources among us working
towards a just and fraternal world.
Montfort Youth Training Centre, Sabah launched the Movement on 9 th March 2015 at their Kinarut
Campus for potential members with an Introductory Meeting for some 30 persons from among the
Friends of Montfort and Staff Members.
At the Meeting, Bro. Gasper shared with the floor the letter from Bro. Paul Raj, the Assistant General,
written for the occasion of the Inauguration of the Partnership Sub-Secretariat held on 21st January 2015
in Singapore. Among the points Bro. Paul Raj had mentioned in his letter were the inspiration of our
Founder, Louis Marie de Montfort, the context/culture of collaboration, and benefits of partnership and
collaboration. Bro. Gasper also explained the salient points of the Montfortian Associates Handbook.
The Provincial Superior, Bro. Francis thanked our friends present in the meeting. He said that in the
Sabah context, “what we are today is testimony of the wonderful support and close collaboration with
the laity’ and urged all present to continue to work together in this same spirit. ~Helena Kwan

“Have you strayed from the path leading to
heaven? Then call on Mary, for her name means
"Star of the Sea, the North Star which guides the
ships of our souls during the voyage of this life,"
and she will guide you to the harbor of eternal
salvation.”
Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort, The Secret Of The Rosary
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Assumption English School
Singapore
-by Mabel Leong

Student Council Investiture 2015

The Student Council Investiture 2015 took place on 9 April 2015 to officiate the handover of leadership
from the Secondary 4 Student Councillors to the incoming Secondary 3 Student Councillors. As a
tradition, the investiture started off with the opening hymn, ‘Empower Me’ before Guest-of-Honour,
Supervisor of Schools, Brother Dominic Yeo-Koh continued the ceremony with his blessings for the new
Student Councillors. The ceremony concluded with the Councillors reciting the Student Leaders’ Pledge,
led by newly-elected President, Muhammad Khair B Junaiyd.

Awards Day 2015
The School celebrates the academic achievements of
Assumptionites at Awards Day 2015. Besides academic
excellence, special awards such as Vincent Award of Excellence
and Emmanuel Leadership Award recognise Assumptionites’
pursuit in holistic achievements. This year, the Vincent Award of
Excellence was awarded to Keith Michael Calija, who
exemplifies the school’s vision and values, and is a role model to
our students.

Overseas Programmes 2015
This year we have two overseas programmes. The first was visit to Thailand and the second was to
Cambodia.

Thailand
Our Sec 3 Assumptionites went overseas for Cultural Exchange and Service Learning. We have strong
exchange programmes with brother schools in Chiangmai and Lampang.

Cambodia
Cambodia Service Learning Trip (3-8 June) at Bar Nok Primary School
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Assumption College, Lampang (1-6 June)

Group photo Assumptionites together with
Assumption College students

Assumptionites learning to make music the Thai
way

Montfort College, Chiang Mai (2-7 June)

At the highest spot in Thailand, Doi Inthanon

Learning to do hand-painting on umbrellas, an
artisan skill of the Thais

Bar Nok Primary School, Cambodia

Group photo with Bar Nok Primary School

Assumptionites teaching English to the children at
Bar Nok Primary

Sports Day 2015
At the School’s Sports Day held in April this year, SEA Games rituals were incorporated as a publicity and
education effort for Assumptionites to learn about the traditions, values and the sports in the Games.
The event started off with a torch relay led by the School Leaders, followed by the lighting of a cauldron
and the reciting of the athlete’s oath. A special highlight was a student-designed telematch that involved
10 participating SEA Games sports towards the end of the whole event.
During PE lessons, the PE teachers had shared with Assumptionites about the history of SEA
Games, participating countries and the return of the competition to Singapore after 22 years.
Assumptionites also showed their support for Team Singapore with a banner made from their palm
prints. Go, Team Singapore!
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Sports leader, Rachel passing the torch to the
Principal to light the cauldron to mark the start of
our Sports Meet 2015

Sports leaders taking the Athlete’s Oath before the
competition began.

AES showing our support for SEA
Games 2015 by our palm prints! Go
TEAM Singapore!

AES Alumni in SEA Games. We are proud of you!
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Earthquake in Sabah Claimed 18 Lives

At around 7.15 am on 5th June, many places in Sabah felt the strong tremor that sent people
running out from the buildings. Little that they knew, the strong 6.0 Richter earthquake had hit the
famous tourist destination, both locals and foreigners, the Mount Kinabalu, the tallest mountain in the
South East Asia. The epicentre was just 10km from the surface.
The earthquake claimed 18 lives of mountain climbers. They were 6 Malaysian including 4
mountain guides, 9 Singaporeans (6 children aged 12, 2 teachers and 1 adventure guide) and one each
from China, Philippines and Japan. It was the saddest and bleakest history for the people of Sabah,
especially in the eco-tourism industry. Sabah and Singapore declared a day of mourning on the 8 th June
where half-mast flag flown through-out the state of Sabah and Singapore.
The people of Sabah were grieve-stricken by the death of the climbers. They joined hands in
giving supports, prayers and messages pouring in through social media especially Facebook and
WhatApps for the victims and their families.
Many climbers were stranded on the mountain in
the ordeal. Path on the mountain was cut off due
to the fallen rocks and landslide. Rescuers came
but most of the rescuing efforts and trying to
locate the victims were done by the mountain
guides. Many people saluted the mountain guides
for their unselfish and caring attitude. There were
167 climbers made it safely.
In the past, the people of Sabah had felt the slight tremor several times and they always thought
it was the effect from neighbouring country, the Philippines. The Malaysian and the State of Sabah
governments were never prepared for such natural disaster. It never had happened before and it had
caught the government and the people of Sabah off-guarded. Many buildings were damaged especially
of those near the mountain. There were landslides in many places and had blocked the natural streams.
The Meteorological Department had cautioned the people of mud flood would occur.
On the 15th and 16th June, there were heavy downpour in the state of Sabah and caused massive
mud flood in many villages. It had cut the water supply and many roads were covered with mud. The
people in Ranau District appealed to the public to contribute drinking water and food.
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The
photo (left) of
Mountain Guide, Mhd
Rizuan Kauhinin carrying
the injured Singaporean
student; went viral and
became iconic. The heroic
virtues of the Mountain
Guides were cherished by
many.

Fr. Fundes (right) of St. Michael’s Church

Through the effort of Fr. Fundes Motiung, the Parish
Priest of St. Michael’s Church (the parish that MYTC is
attached to); the parish became the collection centre
for Penampang District. Donations came pouring in an
amazing way until the parish hall was filled with drinks
and food, including some usable materials for the
victims. The people in Sabah joined hands in solidarity
with the victims of the earthquake to give the little they
can.

Parishioners and Students loading the goods

Montfort Boys giving their hands

Montfort Youth Training Centre (MYTC), which is located more 100Km from the mountain by
road, was not affected. On the 18th June, MYTC contributed 50 boxes drinking water and dispatched ten
students to help to load the drinks and food that were to be transported to Ranau. MYTC has a number
of students from Ranau district.

Mount Kinabalu is located in the Kinabalu Park . The park was established as one of the first national parks of Malaysia in
1964, is Malaysia's first World Heritage Site designated by UNESCO in December 2000 for its "outstanding universal values"
and the role as one of the most important biological sites in the world with more than 4,500 species of flora and fauna,
including 326 bird and around 100 mammal species, and over 110 land snail species.
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St. Louis Marie de Montfort is the founder of the three Montfortian Religious Congregations; namely;
The Company of Mary (SMM), the Daughters of Wisdom (DW) and the Brothers of St. Gabriel (SG). All
the three Montfortian Congregations are with Pontifical Right, which are international religious
congregations. They serve is many countries around the world in various capacities, to build a just
society for the Kingdom of God.
The Montfortian Family gathered at the Basilica of St. Louis de Montfort at St. Laurent Sur-Sevre, France
on the 24th May 2015 to inaugurate the tercentenary celebration of the death of St. Louis Marie de
Montfort. The Fathers, Brothers and Sisters came from every corner of the world for this event. The
Montfortian Associates from various places in France came in joyous spirit carrying banners for the
procession.

Young men and women who are interested in the Montfortian way of life are encouraged to contact the
followings:
Singapore
Bro. Dominic Yeo-Koh
(E) dominic_yeokoh@montfortcentre.org
(T) +65-91914607

Malaysia
Bro. Joseph Philip
(E) sakagtokou@gmail.com
(T) +60-111-5723827
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