BROTHERS OF ST GABRIEL
“Labor Omnia Vincit”

And a sword will pierce your soul
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Words from the Provincial Superior
My Dear Brothers, Associates, Friends of Montfort,
In Christ My Greetings of Peace, Love and Joy to you all!
The Providence of God has blessed us with the grace of celebrating the Tercentenary of St Louis Marie de
Montfort. In the recent celebration held from 19th August to 21st in Hyderabad, India our main celebrant Bishop
Raja Rao (SMM), drew the attention of the Montfortians – Sisters, Fathers, Brothers and Associates with some
questions: How could a person’s legacy continue for 300 years? Where is Montfort today?
The answer is the “HAND OF GOD” has been providing, protecting and nurturing the Life and Work of Good
Father Montfort in us for the world.
All delegates’ gathered for this historical moment was given the grace to reflect on founding roots and
inspirations. The Montfortian Charism is well balanced. It has diverse forms in expression yet one in substance,
for God Alone. Montfortians striving to keep to spiritual fundamentals are also open to the evolution of the
charism responding to the signs of times
Montfort as a person on a spiritual journey was willing to let God’s Hands shape him. There were many painful
lessons through which he grew to greater freedom and greater joy in his quest for WISDOM INCARNATE – JESUS
CHRIST. The historical person Louis Marie de Montfort stands before us as a Magnet that attracts us into the
Presence of God – Energy of Love. He stands as a Tree rooted in the Streams of Wisdom – With healing leaves and
fruits. He stands as a Light House – Hope for the Troubled Hearts. In short, Montfort stands as a “living message
– a living word of God that embodies the beatitudes of God as was seen in Jesus the Incarnate Lord”.
Like Montfort the radical disciple of Wisdom, we must graciously shoulder the weak and vulnerable with great
reverence and love. He was in God Alone and God Alone was in him. His utter cry was “God ALONE”.
Remember the “Hand of God” had sustained him and will sustain us. I believe this and I pray that each of you be
filled with lively faith animated by charity and courageous hope.
That heroic virtue of taking risk for God Alone is our inheritance and legacy now
and forever.
Bro John Albert Arul Devanesan
Malaysia, Singapore and Myanmar

Provincial Leadership Team
Bro. John Albert (Provincial Superior) – Commission for Spiritual Animation
Bro. Peter Kolandaisamy – Commission for Education
Bro. Robin Devasagayam – Commission for Mission and Management of Goods
Bro. Francis Xavier Gasper – Commission for Justice and Peace
Bro. Dominic Yeo-Koh – Commission for Vocation and Formation
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DESTINY, an ingenious way to bring to life the early history of the
Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel in Singapore

Not many people know that there are six schools and a residential home under the wing
of the Montfortian family. Neither would anyone expect 80 students from all the seven
institutions to showcase a smashing maiden musical production on the life and
challenges of the early pioneering Brothers entitled DESTINY.
The musical was held from 14 July to 16 July 2016 at TheTheatre@Mediacorp and it
marked the Centennial year of establishment of Holy Innocents English School, now
known as Montfort School, as well as the Tercentenary of the death of St. Louis Marie de
Montfort, the founder of the Brothers of St. Gabriel.
DESTINY is based on the story of the arrival of the Brothers of St. Gabriel in 1936 and the
post-war development of the family of institutions that they have today, namely the
Assumption English School, the Assumption Pathway School, Boys’ Town Home, Montfort
Junior and Secondary Schools, and St. Gabriel’s Primary and Secondary Schools.
To portray characters from the pre-war era was no easy feat as students has to undergo
intensive acting, dancing and vocal training provided by the creative team from We
Colour People Theatre (WCP) in a tight span of less than 8 months.
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Mr. Lewin Bernard, the Artistic Director of WCP said: “On stage the youngest student we
have is from Primary Two and we had to make it (the explanation of the history of the
Brothers) easily digestible by the young ones.”
One of the lead cast from
Montfort Secondary, Diego
Alfonso, who acted as the
late Br. Louis Gonzaga said:
“I am grateful to know more
about Brothers from the
past and the huge sacrifices
they have made in ensuring
that students like me have a
good education.”
Another
cast
from
Assumption English School,
Esther Tan, who acted as a
dancer and a Japanese soldier said: “Even though juggling time for studies and the
musical rehearsals were challenging, it was worth the effort and I got to make good
friends from the other schools as well.”
Their efforts were certainly not in vain as the audience for the gala performance had
heaps of praises for the cast. A member of the audience, Paul Molina said: “The songs
sung by the cast were very moving and resonated with those facing struggles in their
lives. DESTINY is an ingenious way of bringing to life an important part of the Montfortian
history in Singapore.”
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Assumption Pathway School (APS)
Singapore
By Ms Cecilia Nathen

This year, in addition to The Assumption Restaurant for Training (The ART) and The
Assumption Baking Production Kitchen (The ABPK), students now assist in running
the Bake & Brew Delights, a canteen stall each at Assumption Pathway School and
Assumption English School, which sells coffee and a variety of sweet and savoury
snacks. The stalls have been operating successfully for the past six months.
APS is also seeking to engage more partners in the area of F&B. Currently, 3 of our
6 ISC (ITE Skills Certificate) courses are related to the F&B industry. We are seeking
to collaborate with partners from a broader range of sectors so as to widen the
training exposure of our students in F&B, as well as create more diverse
employment opportunities suitable for students with different aptitudes and
inclinations.
Bake & Brew Delights at
Assumption Pathway
School

We are exploring more opportunities for overseas student exchange programmes
with Asian countries. We established our first overseas MOU with Korea Food
Service Science High School in 2014 and it has been beneficial for our students in
terms of cultural exposure and new learning experiences.

We are also extremely excited about the re-opening of The ART in September 2016, with new furnishings and
menu offerings. To further enhance training in culinary skills, live stations will be available at the al fresco area.
Our heartiest congratulations go out to 2 students with notable awards this year:
Serene Oh, our 2015 graduate from the Baking Practices
course, was an outstanding student who performed
well in her course and demonstrated the School’s
CARER values as a student and class leader. For this, she
was awarded the Tay Eng Soon Scholarship earlier this
year. Serene is currently studying Asian Culinary Arts in
Institute of Technical Education College West.

Serene Oh, Tay Eng
Soon Scholarship
Awardee 2016

Our 2015 graduate from the Facility Services course, Ng
Thian Ping, was the successful APS candidate for the Lee
Hsien Loong Award for Special Achievement. Thian Ping
was identified for his diligence and civic-consciousness
at APS. He is currently studying Facility Technology (Airconditioning & Refrigeration) at the Institute of
Technical Education College West.

Ng Thian Ping, Lee Hsien
Loong Awardee 2016

Awards such as those by Serene and Thian Ping go a long way in affirming both our students and our staff for their
hard work and perseverance. Such achievements would not be possible without the support of our partners and
stakeholders. We deeply appreciate the generosity of our collaborators for their time and effort as co-educators
of APS students.
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By Elaine Chong

Little Baby’s Big Fight
Having gone through multiple relationships, a single mother is
left distressed. With only irregular jobs, she struggles
financially and emotionally to provide for her several children.
Baby Susie (not her real name), the youngest amongst them,
was recently referred to the Boys’ Town Fostering Service,
Sanctuary Care, to provide the mother some relief while she
tries to stabilise the home situation.

Mdm Chitra, Mr Sivakumar and their
daughter Jayani with the foster child

Her case was brought to Mdm Chitra and her husband’s
attention. The couple who was involved in providing respite
care to a foster child previously, readily welcomed Susie after
discussions with our social worker, Risela.

“When Susie came home with us, she was restless as it was a new place for her. But we knew how to
help because of our experience caring for our daughter when she was younger,” Mdm Chitra shares.
“Having Susie has given us more bonding time. My husband takes turn with me to care for the children
after he returns from work. Our 11-year-old daughter, Jayani, treats Susie like her younger sister and
spends their playtime together.”
Like many of the foster cases we work on, Susie’s case involves multiple needs – estranged family
relations, financial difficulty, unemployment, and a history of family violence.
The welfare of children is intimately tied to the welfare of their families. That is why Sanctuary Care
works closely with fragile families to bolster their social support, without which their struggle for
shelter, food and education for their children could be weakened considerably. Every child needs a
father and mother to look after them and having a home is the best place. Contact us today at 6690
5420 to find out more on fostering and how you can be a lifeline for families in need.
Names and details are withheld to protect the natural family’s identity.
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Adventure For At-Risk Teens
Bullying among students, lack of motivation in studies and
negative classroom dynamics are among some issues
teachers have requested to address using the adventure
programmes organised by Boys’ Town. For our trained
adventure leaders and counsellors, the year started with
them working with secondary schools to design and
implement programmes that respond to the needs of
teenagers, especially those with self-defeating thoughts or
behaviour.
A sighted student leads a group of blindfolded boys on a Sherpa Walk involving
obstacles. The activity requires students to
check their blind spots and consider feelings
of others.

An important part of this curriculum is experiential
learning, where students learn in groups to do things out of
their comfort zone and discuss personal issues in a trusting
environment.

This collaborative way of learning allows them to
understand situations from different viewpoints, charting
the pathway for inculcating and internalising values that
could shape psychological abilities and have a positive
impact on their self-efficacy.
The adventure programmes range from low-impact
facilitation involving socio-emotional development, to
outdoor expeditions that uses whole-person approaches,
and diagnosis driven treatment to target behaviours such Scaling a high vertical wall heightens the
participants’ senses and feelings. Adventure
as anxiety, low attentiveness and defiance.
leaders work closely beside them to address
anxiety and fears triggered during the process.

Students use their index
fingers to lower a ‘helium
hoop’ to the ground while
balancing the upward
pressure created by the
group’s
nerves
and
excitement. The activity
prompts them to think
about their reactions to
stress.

Boys’ Town Adventure Centre runs adventure,
leadership and team-building programmes for
various organisations, schools and companies.
Call 66905420 or email info@boystown.org.sg
to discuss how we can develop a programme
for your needs.
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AWE-Inspiring Students

Nan Chiau students and Boys’ Town
boys making bookmarks together for a
street sale

Hwa Chong JC students selling donuts
in school

Youth performers at the ACS (I) concert

While most students were catching up with friends and activities during the June holidays, three groups
of youths were instead preparing fundraisers for Boys’ Town.
A group from Nan Chiau High School spent weekends doing street sales and put up a booth during their
school carnival to sell bookmarks made with our boys, as well as personalised tote bags and tissue
packets.
Their teacher mentor Ms Chney Chen said, “Reaching out to the community was a precious combination
of words and deeds. The students learnt how to be leaders in action to bring awareness to less fortunate
youths.”
18-year-old Belinda Chiang and her friends from Hwa Chong Junior College organised a donut sale and a
concert in their school lecture theatre in July which saw performers from Victoria and Tampines Junior
Colleges coming to support.
“In this day and age, we should not take things for granted,” Belinda says. “We want to foster empathy
amongst our peers. We are really happy that the concert gave us a platform to share more about who
we are helping and showcase their talents.”
A separate concert held by Anglo Chinese School (Independent) at Alliance Francaise saw performers
and helpers from different schools too, namely ACS (I), Tanjong Katong Girls’ School, CHIJ Katong
Convent, Methodist Girls’ School and Raffles Institution.
“Our friends’ help reaffirmed to me that regardless of our capabilities, we are stronger together. Though
we are starting small, we want to encourage people to come together to help in their own ways,” says
16-year-old Xavier Teo from ACS (I).

Visit our Webpage: https://www.boystown.sg/
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Breaking The Silence
In a therapist’s hands, a collection of stones, toy figurines and clay putty are not mere decorative items
but tools used in projection activities to help youths access and connect with their inner thoughts and
feelings.
YouthReach social worker, Aaron Leng, who is also an art therapist, recounted the story where a youth
laboriously shaped a lump of clay into a palm-size heart. The little heart stood in stark contrast to the
youth’s towering and athletic build.
He shared his search for love beyond his home where he had failed to find acceptance and validation.
Producing the art piece helped him reflect upon his family life and gain an understanding of why he was
drawn to seeking peers and relationships.
In another context, principal social worker and counsellor
Gwen Koh uses stones as one of the projection activities for
a group of girls. Gwen paved the session by establishing a
non-judging and nurturing environment which allowed them
to feel supported and comfortable in self-disclosure.
She then used a physical activity to help the girls release
pent-up emotions before settling into quiet visualization and
reflection. The visualization allowed the group to feel relax
as they were guided to create a psychological safe space.
They were then invited to pick up stones placed in the centre of the room. “We asked each youth to
write a story for the stone, or allow the stone to relay a message to them. This form of expression is
about validating the person. It is a liberating experience for the youth to say what they want without
any rules. Often than not, it is their own story that they sharing,” Gwen says.
16-year-old Eve writes about how her stone has rough and bruised edges because it has tumbled
through the rapids. In a postcard to herself, she writes about a beautiful young girl who continues to
persevere for things she cares about.
Gwen adds, “We want to provide healthy outlets for them to deal with conflicts and overwhelming
emotions. Our work is to help them to accept and embrace what happened in the past, including their
feelings, and bring them to a greater level of self-worth and acceptance.”
This year, the Samaritans of Singapore reported that teen suicides are at its highest in 15 years (The
Straits Times, 26 June 2016). More children and teenagers aged 19 and below, have asked for help after
considering suicide. Many of them struggle to express the pain they are feeling inside and cite family
relationships, academic pressure and self-esteem issues as sources of stress.
St. Joseph’s Trade School was founded in 1938 by the Brothers of St Gabriel for the poor students. The trade school suffered
during the World War II and muchly affected during the Japanese Occupation. After the Japanese surrender, the trade school
was re-opened. Subsequently, taking the model of the Boys’ Town in Nebraska, it was renamed to Boys' Town in 1948. It is a
unique Catholic Institution dedicated to providing guidance, shelter, education, vocational training and practical living skills
to children and youths. Visit our Webpage: https://www.boystown.sg/
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Assumption English School (AES), Singapore
By Mr. Tang Hsin Wei

Overseas Programme to Montfort College, Chiang Mai
Selected Secondary 3 students embarked on their overseas
programme to Montfort College in Chiang Mai on 30 May to
3 June 2016. The trip serves as an enriching learning
experience for Assumptionites, as they joined in for lessons,
immersed themselves in the various cultural activities with
their local hosts, as well as having the opportunity to stay
over at their Thai buddies’ houses.
“It was truly enriching to understand the rich history of
Chiang Mai and how it influences the daily lives of Thai
people. One of the trip highlights was the Kanthoke dinner. It
is a traditional Lanna dinner where people will sit around the
table and share traditional Thai dishes and watch a
performance. We also learnt to cook traditional Thai dishes,
such as Phad Thai for our meals, and make friends with Thai
people.” - Nicole Low & Jasreel Tan (3/4)

AES Graduate Sports Challenge
The inaugural AES Graduates Sports Challenge was held on 6
Aug 2016 at Assumption English School. Former
Assumptionites returned for friendly matches in Basketball
and Football to reconnect with their school mates, teachers
and view the new school facilities.
There were near 100 participants in this event. It was
heartening to see our alumni participating enthusiastically,
some even bringing their spouses and children along to
grace the event.
These are some of the reflections gathered from the graduates after the matches:
“It is a good opportunity for most of us who has not met up for about 10 years. With the help of social
media and teachers, we got to meet up with old schoolmates! I hope this will continue in future. “
– Zuladly from year 2006.
“This is a good platform for alumni and teachers to update each other. It also allows new friendships to
be formed, for example, I had the opportunity to mingle with the graduates from year 2006!”
– John Thomas from year 2011.
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National Day Celebrations 2016

Story Telling Activities

The Parade

Proud to be Singaporean

In line with Singapore’s 51st National Day theme, “Building Our Singapore of Tomorrow”, the National
Education Committee teachers organised a series of pre-celebration activities to let Assumptionites
learn and appreciate the supporting pillars that shaped Singapore to what it is today, as well as to
envision and craft a better tomorrow for themselves and the future generations.
Through the life stories of our founding Prime Minister Mr Lee Kuan Yew, Assumptionites discovered the
positive values that guided our founding leader through the sharing of his words and actions. They
imagined for themselves what and how they should do in order to embody similar values in their own
lives. Subsequently, on the day of celebrations, students used film strips to imagine and illustrate their
vision of Singapore in the areas of transport, culture, education and defence. Classes with the best
creation and explanation were given prizes.
The Parade segment is a regimental and anticipated segment of the National Day Celebration each year.
It reflects the hard work of the Uniformed Group cadets coming into fruition after having dedicated
many afternoons for the parade training. It also galvanises and unites students from various Uniformed
Groups and races as one, which epitomises the values and outlook that Singaporeans should have in
order to build a better Singapore of Tomorrow.

Assumption Feast Day 2016
Assumption English School celebrated Assumption Feast Day on
15 August 2016. There were a series of activities organised by
the three counterparts: Assumption English School (AES),
Assumption Pathway School (APS) and Boys’ Town Singapore
(BTS).
A combined mass was conducted for all Catholic students and
staff of the three components in the morning, while the
remaining Secondary 1 and 2 students proceeded with a series
of classroom activities that allowed them to better understand
the significance of the school name, as well as to appreciate the
shared history of Boys’ Town Singapore, Assumption Pathway
School, and Assumption English School.
At the end of the lesson, students penned down their reflection
based on the statement “Brother Vincent who helped to set up
Inspiration Tree Outside of St Louis’ Room
my school has inspired me to…”. The reflections were written
on papers of various shapes and later combined to form the ‘Inspiration Tree’ outside of the St. Louis’
Room in AES
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The day’s celebrations ended off with a mass dance in AES hall, led
by AES Dance Ensemble. It was a fun day for all participants.

To view the video montage of the event, please visit
http://tinyurl.com/assumptionfeastday.

Students’ Reflections
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Montfort Junior School (MJS), Singapore
By Thien Li Chin

Hair for Hope
This project started 11 years ago when 3 teachers
and 8 students went to the Hair for Hope shaving
event at Suntec City. The following year,
Children's Cancer Foundation started the satellite
shaving project and we decided to host it
annually to instill in our students the values of
compassion, service and humility. Montfort
Secondary (MSS) joined soon after. This year, the
event on 26 May 2016, with 85 MJS shaves and
60 MSS shaves, raised nearly $30,000. MJS also
received recognition from the Children's Cancer
Foundation for its 10th year of hosting the event.

Racial Harmony Day

In line with this year’s Racial Harmony Day (RHD) theme, Our Cultural Heritage, 4 booths were set up to
resemble the living rooms of Singapore’s 4 main races. Our students get to visit these booths to interact
with the parent volunteers there and learn to appreciate each other’s race and culture. To further
enthuse and engage our students, there were also traditional games stalls, a snacks stall and a quiz
corner whereby the students could stand a chance to win 1 of 50 limited-edition RHD badge.

National Day
To celebrate our nation’s 51st birthday, the school
joined Montfort Secondary for an observance
ceremony on 8 August. Dressed in festive red and
white, the staff and students reflected on Singapore’s
history and progress. This was followed by a hall
programme which included a National Day Fun Quiz, a
song collage of this year’s National Day song,
“Tomorrow’s Here Today” and snippets of the NE
Show which the Primary 5 pupils had attended on 16
July.
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The Adventures of St. Louis Marie De Montfort Students’ Retreat 2016

Montfort Junior held its first Catholic students’ retreat on 2 nd July at the school premises. A tee-shirt
was specially designed for the event and supportive parent volunteers helped with the logistics
management. The theme for the retreat was the life and spirituality of St. Louis Marie de Montfort.
Brother Dominic Yeo-Koh and his team of lay chaplains facilitated the thoughtfully designed sessions,
helping the students to reflect on their life choices and igniting their desire to mature as true
Montfortians. The retreat was a huge success!

PAM NIGHT 2016
Montfort Junior had its inaugural PAM (PE, Art and Music) NIGHT 2016 on 26 August. The objective of
this initiative was to highlight students’ learning of the non-core subjects, as part of the holistic
education where they were developed to be confident sportsman and gentleman. All Primary from 1 to
4 pupils showcased their learning through performances like dance, ukulele, guitar, gymnastic and
singing. To add on to the excitement, there were other activities like “A Minute to Win It”, collaborative
art-making, and archery for families to enjoy. The event also showcased some CCA performances. PAM
Night 2016 was indeed a success with hundreds of parents taking time off to support their children in
their performance. Every child performed enthusiastically. Every child in MJS is indeed a star!
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MeToYou Operation One Punch! And May
YO!!! (Youth Outreach Programme)
by Miss Jennie Wan

Operation One Punch!(OOP), a brand new programme under
MeToYou Cyber Care (a cyber wellness programme by Montfort
Care) was launched in the month of May, inspired by our youth’s
favourite manga (a style of Japanese comic books and graphic novels) ‘One Punch Man’.
This project was launched with 3 objectives in mind in alignment with MeToYou’s objective of
empowering and re-integrating youth who’s facing cyber-related issues back into society:
1) To provide a safe platform to equip our youth with social and leadership skills
2) To increase youth’s self-esteem and sense of achievement
3) To enhance youth’s strengths and empower them to take on a more proactive role in future

youth outreach events.
The participants in this project consist of our clients (who
face cyber-related issues) and regular youth volunteers, in
order to encourage positive peer influence in a safe and
supervised environment. The project involved 6 sessions of
training which spanned from March to May 2016. The
training sessions were for a final mission: for our youth to
organize MeToYou’s YO!!!, a monthly youth outreach
programme.
Ice breakers with our volunteers

The 6 sessions training programme was carefully crafted to
best suit our youth learning needs through experiential
learning. To fully capture and engage our youths’ attention,
we injected the One Punch Man storyline into each of our
session’s activity. Every participant adopted a character from
One Punch Man they identified with in terms of superheroes
ability and characteristics. We then called them ‘Agents’ or
‘Heroes’ of OOP and ourselves as the ‘Heroes Associations’
as depicted in the manga storyline.

The activities were designed to challenge the ‘agents’
teamwork while fostering bonds at the same time. Besides
Group sharing sessions
that, through simple activities such as finding the sequence
of programme planning, our volunteer leaders got to discuss the foundations of organizing an event and
learnt to make decisions as a team. From brainstorming ideas, planning the timeline, financial
budgeting, thinking through the wet weather plans, to preparing for the actual day logistics, our youth
leaders worked hard and grew tremendously throughout the planning and preparation period.
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On 22nd May, our youth leaders from Operation One Punch
gathered their forces at Block 6 Marine Terrace and kick
started their very own May YO!!! – East Coast Park (ECP)
Coastal Clean Up.
The youth leaders conducted the briefing session for other
youth volunteers and communicated a clear picture of the
overall event flow. Despite being their first experience doing
this, they were steady in putting across all the necessary
information in a clear manner. On occasions where one
briefing leader might have missed out on small details, other
leaders took the initiative to come in and support them,
displaying their strong teamwork built up from the past 5
sessions.

Briefing by the volunteer leaders

Subsequently, they led the entire group from Block 6 Marine
Terrace towards ECP, taking the initiative to talk and interact
with their respective group members. They then split into
Volunteers hard at work picking up
respective groups and took on different parts of ECP Area D
rubbish at ECP
for the clean-up. Because of their relentless effort in leading
their respective groups, we were able to completely clean
the whole stretch of Area D. After the event, our youth leaders also debriefed their respective groups
with debriefing pointers that they came up with themselves.
A youth volunteer, Paul, a 16 year old who previously had cyber related issues benefitted from the
programme. “I think, knowing that I have done something that brings the world a little closer to our
goal, I guess that’s why I volunteer. I enjoy working with people and pushing humanity forward.” He also
stated the being part of the planning committee gave him much insight in organizing events. “Being a
volunteer is a different experience between an individual and as part of the committee. Organizers have
a harder time, since every aspect has to run smoothly.”

Everyone who participated in the May
YO!!!

Both Hero Association and fellow agents felt a great sense of
achievement. The agents’ biggest takeaways were enhanced
communication skills and teamwork amongst members
despite the differences in opinion, greater leadership and
ownership to take charge as volunteers, and most
importantly, their willingness to come back and contribute
back to the community. It is very heart-warming for us at
Hero Association to know that the agents now see the
importance of being less dependent on the online world and
the need to be truly connected with others in society.
* Name has been changed to protect the identity of the youth.

For more information, please visit; www.montfortcare.org.sg
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Montfort Boys’ Town, Shah Alam
By Arulannandam S

In All Things… God Alone. We express our sincere thanks to Bro. Peter Issac (former Director) who
completed his term in June 2016 and welcome Bro. Mark Tee (present Director). We congratulate Bro.
John Albert for being appointed as Bro. Provincial. May God continue to be merciful to all of us in the
year of Mercy as we journey in Trusting Him alone.

Public Holidays Events and Activities: (Hari
Raya – 6th and 7th July 2016)
Student Affairs (boys) – organized various games for the
boys and they show-cased their best talents. SA
reintroduced the ‘Traditional Games’ of Montfort Boys
Town such as ‘Flag Game’, ‘Ring Hockey’ and the
popular ‘Tele-match’. The SA department involved the
HQ Prefects in organising the ‘Tele-match’ and it
created a great sense of belonging and friendship
among all students. The boys were pleasantly surprised
(1st year students) when a BBQ cum free dance was
organised by SA. All the 2nd year girls performed for a
‘Talent Nite’ to mark their 1st anniversary. They too had
BBQ and free dance to let loose….

House Cooking Activity:
Another popular event by Student Affairs is ‘House
Cooking Activity’. This event was held on 31st July 2016
and some staffs were called to ‘judge’ the students’
talents as well.
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On 5th August 2016 – ‘Persatuan Brama Kumaris’ 12th September 2016 - Founder’s day Cup
(NGO) brought about 60 students from SMK La Salle, PJ
and SMK TTDI Jaya for an educational tour. A briefing
was held in the hall, and they toured all the workshops
led by the SA Officers.

In conjunction with Founders Day, Student Affairs
Department initiated ‘Founder’s Day Cup’ for all the
boys and girls. Winners will be announced on the
Founders Day and will receive trophies and medals’.

Montfort Inter Workshop Games:

Food Fair Events

After a month long training and games between
departments, the boys and girls, together with the staff
shared a day of great joy on 19th August 2016,
witnessing their students becoming champions in
various games. To many – it was the 1st time they were
awarded medals or received trophies.

Malaysia Day (16 Sept 2016) was celebrated with a
‘Food Fare’ event by all the students. Students showed
their best cooking skills and the occasion was graced by
some of our Board members as well.

Dance Show at KLPAC on 14th August2016.

MBT Fear Factor

Dato’ Cavin Chan (Director) from Outcast Dance Studio Another interesting event named as ‘MBT Fear Factor’
invited 40 students (boys and girls) for a dance show at was held on 17 Sept 2016 for all boys and girls who
which was organized by Student Affairs Departments
KLPAC.
(Boys and Girls). The objective of this event was to
build self-confidence and team work among students.
The prefects experienced hands on leadership skills by
assisting the SA Officers.
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Montfort Youth Training Centre, Sabah
By Ms. Debra Lyn Golingai

The celebration of the 9th Anniversary of the blessing of St. Paul’s Chapel on the hill and
Kaamatan (Harvest Festival).
On the 29th June 2016, MYTC had a double celebration of
the 9th Anniversary of the blessing of its chapel as well as
the celebration of Kaamatan which started with a
Eucharistic celebration followed by a celebration dinner.
During the celebration, two Trainees shared how much the
chapel means to them in providing them with a tranquil
place to reflect upon their spiritual life and growth. The
Guest of Honour, Datuk Victor Paul, who had gifted MYTC
the chapel reflected how the chapel came about and
shared some background on the significance of the chapel’s
stained glass designs and its sitting on top of a hill. The guests were later on entertained with several
performances of the Trainees as well as a special performance of the Kadazan traditional dance
(sumazau), by the Trainees and Staffs.

Annual Camping 2016
MYTC had its annual camping from the 6th to the 8th of July 2016. A
total of 250 people comprising of staffs and students departed
from MYTC to the camping ground in Kuala Penyu (some 88Km
from the campus) from as early as 7.30am. Upon arrival, students
quickly started their respective duties such as collecting water,
preparing
and
cooking meals for
their own groups.
The camping ground
came alive in the
next two days with
games of volleyball,
giant
slippers,
bamboo runs and other games that are geared to build up
teamwork and relationships with each other. Other activities
included house cooking and a
bonfire session to foster good
relationship between the staffs and students.
The annual camping soon came to the end on the third day and
after three days jam-packed with adventure and fun, the students
packed their bags and their tents and took the bus to head back to
MYTC.
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National Economic Empowerment Conference (NEEC) delegates visit.

On the 18th August 2016, the delegates of the NEEC Conference visited MYTC as part of their NEEC
programme. NECC is the meeting of the representatives from the various grassroots NGOs and Churches
working with the local indigenous Christian communities of Malaysia. The objective of the conference is
to strategize and formulate a sustainable and coherent plan for the empowerment and to address the
issue of utter poverty and vulnerability. The delegates were shown around the grounds of MYTC
followed by a corporate briefing to give them a better understanding on how and why MYTC empowers
the needy Youth of the indigenous Christian community.

Prodigal Son Retreat
MYTC organised the Prodigal Son Retreat on the 20 th August which took place at its Residential Campus.
This Retreat was held for the Montfortian Community including Friends of Montfort as well as the Lay
Associates. It was a two day retreat based on the parable of the
prodigal son (Luke 15) that took the attendees on a spiritual
journey to our return to the Father who is merciful to all, a theme
which fits perfectly with this special year of Jubilee. Dr. Jeffrey
Goh, Mrs. Angie Goh and Fr. Cosmas Lee walked the attendees
through the parable as well as deep reflection of the painting “The
Return of the Prodigal Son” by Rembrandt. The first day of the
retreat ended with the holy hour (silent veneration) and
confessions and it was concluded with a service of the cross by
attendees on the second day.

Merdeka (Independence) Day Celebration
On
the
31st
August,
the
Student Affairs
Department
organized several
activities for the
Merdeka
Day
celebration such
as
a
10Km
Merdeka Run, an Inter-Department Marching Drill Competition and an Inter-House Choir Competition to
name a few. The day kick-started with a Merdeka Run as early as 6:30am followed by the rest of the
activities planned for the day. The prize giving ceremony for the winners was held during the September
General Assembly.
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Annual Charity Golf
The Montfort 10th Annual Charity Golf
Tournament started as early as 7:00am
at Sabah Golf and Country Club on the
16th July 2016 with 141 players coming
from Kuala Lumpur, Labuan and Sabah.
Mr. Koh Tze Kui emerged as 2016
champion. We thank Mr. Willie Wong
and his team for the effort, commitment
and dedication that had ensured the success of the Charity Golf Tournament.
A press conference was held on the 8th September 2016
th
of The Launching of MYTC’s 11 Open House &
Carnival at Datuk Susan Wong’s office. Datuk Susan
Wong, Managing Director of Mega Sunwise Sdn. Bhd.
stated that she is pleased to continue her support to
Montfort through this event and her support to MYTC
through this event is cash and coupon donations as well
as donation in kind. Chairperson of the 11th Open House,
Datuk Margaret Fung thanked Datuk Susan Wong for her
kind and constant support. (L-R: Mr. Fred Mah, Datuk Margaret Fung, Datuk Susan Wong, Mr Jonathan
Wong, Mr. Willie Wong Mrs Anna Wong)

MYTC Staff Club
MYTC had its family day as organized by the
Staff Club on the 31st July 2016 at J’Borneo
Native Village where staff along with their
family members came together for a day of
bonding and fellowship.

Celebrating the Year of Mercy
On the 13th August 2016, MYTC Staff Club members made a trip to
enter The Holy Door at Holy Rosary Church in Limbahau, Papar
(20Km from the campus). This trip was organised in response to this
year’s Jubilee Year of Mercy. After the trip to the Holy Door the
members proceeded with a visit to the Holy Family Residence for
senior citizens at Kg. Purak to contribute to the Residents a
collective donation from the members of the Staff Club.
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Montfort Youth Centre, Melaka
By Ms Theresa Sia

IN-HOUSE CAMPING
An in-house camping was held over the weekend of the second
week of June. After their workshop on Friday, the excited boys
went to their dormitory to get their bag of necessities, and their
pots and pans and off they went to their spot at the MYC
compound. Some started fire while others pitched their tents.
By 7 p.m. most Houses had finished cooking and were enjoying
the fruit of their labour. The next day was filled with activities
including flying fox which most boys enjoyed though one or two
had trembling knees. By evening, they had prepared themselves for a gala night and all Houses
performed a song, dance or drama. The next day the camping ended after an evaluation session with
Bro. Director.

GENERAL STUDIES COMPETITION
The General Studies Competition was held for Year I and Year II
students. The Year I students did Roll Play and Year II students
competed in SIR (Spell It Right). Those who won received
trophies, certificates and prizes.

GRADUATION OF BATCH 14
Is 2 years a short time? Well some of the
students said yes while some said no,
others said yes and no. Whatever it is,
they all felt happy and sad at the same
time as their graduation drew
near…happy as they survived the
Montfort training and finally able to
graduate but sad as they would miss this
place where they have found their
talents, learned various life skills,
knowledge and self-development. We
congratulate Batch 14 and wish them all
the best in their next phase of life. We
thank Rt. Rev. Bernard Paul DD; Bishop of
Malacca-Johor Diocese for his presence
during the graduation. The photos
(clockwise from top left) show the
leavers’ having their last retreat in Port Dickson, a one to one session between Batch 14 and their ‘small
brother’ Batch 15…for a last piece of advice before their graduation, smartly dressed Batch 14 students
on their graduation day, and Ong Yeong Sieng and Stanley A/L Mariadas being awarded the Student of
the Year Award, flanked by Mr. Tan Hin Seng BKT, PJK; Chairman of the MYC Board of Governors, Bro. Peter
K sg. and Rt. Rev. Bernard Paul DD.
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BRO. ROBIN D TRANSFERED TO MONTFORT BOYS TOWN (MBT)
Bro. Robin D sg. has left MYC for his new posting at MBT. We thank Bro. Robin for being in MYC all
these years and wish him all the best in his new posting.

2ND YEAR ORIENTATION
Batch 15 was left on their own after their ‘big brother’ Batch 14 graduated. They managed their own
activities without their seniors’ guidance. On 15-17 July, they were given the 2nd year orientation in Port
Dickson, by Bro. Peter K sg. and the Home staff. This orientation was meant to prepare them for the
coming new students whom they would now become big brothers to. Each of them would have one or
two ‘small brother’ to guide, advice and be role models to.

IN-HOUSE FOOD BAZAAR
An in-house food bazaar was held among the Batch
15 boys. By their Houses, they prepared roti canai,
nasi lemak, popiah, burger, satay, teh tarik, fruit jelly
etc. They used coupons to buy food from other
Houses. It was fun to see the boys enjoying
themselves indulging themselves with the food they
have prepared and promoting their food to other
Houses.

VISIT BY STUDENTS FROM JAPAN
5 secondary students and 2 Yamaguchi Prefecture Local
Government officers visited MYC on 27 June 2016, as their
intercultural programme and also to observer the work of
Mr. Jun Ishiyama, a Japan Overseas Cooperation
Volunteer (JOCV). Our second year students from
Computer Maintenance Department gave a presentation
on the Malaysian people and culture while the Japanese
students presented the Japanese culture. They were later
treated to the nasi lemak from MYC’s very own kitchen.

BATCH 16 ADMISSION & ORIENTATION
58 new students registered on 31 July 2016 as Batch 16
students. As usual it was hard to adjust themselves to
the new environment but their ‘big brothers’ have been
in their shoes and understood their feelings. With their
guidance, the new students are slowly getting used to
the rules and the daily activities. So far they are doing
well. Hold on there Batch 16!
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FOUNDERS’ DAY – OPENING OF ST. LOUIS LIBRARY – HARI RAYA CELEBRATION
5 August 2016 was the 15th year anniversary of the founding of MYC. It was a proud day for the
founders; Bro. Peter K sg. and Bro. Robin D sg. The day started with mass followed by the opening of
the St. Louis library and the installation of the first librarians. The day became more meaningful when
Bro. Peter received a message from an ex-student from Batch 2,
wishing and thanking the Founders for their guidance and the
foundation they had laid on him. He said that he is able to face
life positively and responsibly; as a son, skilled worker, a
husband and a father. Later the staff and boys had a fellowship
lunch in conjunction with Hari Raya.

NATIONAL DAY
The day started with boys singing the national anthem followed
by the school song. They had Merdeka quiz and later an
exercise competition and also school song competition for Year I students.

MYC FEAR FACTOR
All 108 students participated in the 10 fear factor challenges,
by their Houses. Jude House, completed their challenge in
19.05 minutes but faced a penalty of 3 minutes. Despite that,
they won by 16 seconds from the second group. The third
group completed in 23.28 minutes while the last group
finished the challenge in 44.01 minutes. Congratulations to all
boys who played with full spirit of teamwork.

YEAR OF MERCY SESSION
All Catholic boys participated in the Year of Mercy session for youth at St. Peter’s church on 3
September 2016. Fr. Lionel, the parish priest, gave a very good session which helped our boys
understand the mercy of God more clearly.

TO JESUS THROUGH MARY
This was a session given by Bro. Peter K sg. at St. Mary’s old
church to the English speaking congregation in conjunction
with the birthday of our Lady.

TRAINING BY LINDE MALAYSIA SDN BHD
The General Maintenance students had the opportunity to
attend one day training on safe handling of gases
conducted by Linde Malaysia Sdn. Bhd. at MBT. We thank
their trainer, Mr. Vazaanthakumar, for conducting the
training and for sharing his knowledge with our students. We also thank Bro. Mark sg. for his kind
courtesy extended and the hospitality provided while using the MBT facilities for the training.
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News in Pictures

School Leaders Formation organized by Archdiocese
Commission for Catholic Schools (ACCS) on 26-27
August. It was facilitated by Brisbane Catholic
Education Commission.
L-R: Bro. John Albert, Gerald Kong, Jasmine Choo, Bro.
Dominic Yeo-Koh, Stephen Chin, Wilson Chew, Andrew
Sng, Mabel Leong, Bro. Thomas Paul and Mark Minjoot.

Board Meeting of Montfort Youth Centre (MYC) Melaka
on 18 June 2016
L-R: Bro John Albert, Mark Pillai, Donald Lee, Bro. Robin
D, Lawrence Prosper, Bro. Peter K, Tan Hing Seng

Congratulations to Montfortian Associates Neil Cabrera and Jasmine Choo
In conjunction of their House Blessings on 12 Sept 2016

Board Meeting of Montfort Boys Town (MBT), Shah
Alam on 13 Aug 2016

Building Committee Meeting of Montfort Youth Centre,
Melaka on 10 Aug 2016
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The Montfortian Tercentenary Celebration at
Hyderabad on 19 – 21 August 2016. It was attended by
236 participants.

Visit to Boys’ Town Hyderabad on 23 Aug 2016
L-R: Bro. Shaw Reddy, Br. Francis, Mr. Andrew Sng, Bro.
CA Thomas, Mr. Henry Tan and Bro Uncle

Bro John Albert visited St Mary’s Youth Hostel,
Sandakan on 7 May 2016

Myanmar Mission: Visiting Family
30 Mat 2016

Montortian Associate Andrew Sng with the Street Kids
at Montfort Social Action, Hyderabad

Solemnity of the Assumption was celebrated at Boys’
Town, Singapore on 15 Aug 2016
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Myanmar Mission
Assumption Learning Loft
(ALL)
The Assumption Learning Loft (ALL) building is to
be completed and functioning by end of this year.

The Brothers of St Gabriel’s mission in Myanmar had reached two years. Bro. John Albert, the Provincial
Superior handed the two years report to Sr. Rita Phyo, RDN (Secretary of the Religious Conference of
Myanmar) and to the Archbishop of Yangoon, His Eminence Charles Cardinal Bo on the 16 Sept, 2016.
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MONTFORTIAN ASSOCIATES MOVEMENT
(MAM) By Wendy Chan (MAM)
MAM-Singapore was officially born on 3 April 2016 after 13 Members made their Consecration to Jesus
through Mary and they were accepted by the Provincial Superior, Bro. John Albert. In their First General
Assembly on 7 May 2016, the new Executive Committee Members were elected. The Committee
members are: Miss Genevieve Chye (Coordinator), Mr. Zerah Goh (Asst. Coordinator), Miss Wendy
Cheok (Secretary) and Mr. Henry Tan (Treasurer). Their term of office is three years or to coincide with
the term of office of the Brother’s Provincial Leadership Team.
With the election of the Executive Committee Members, the Pro-Tem Committee was automatically
dissolved. Thanks to the Pro-Tem Committee in the persons of Mr. Simon Lim, Mr. Henry Tan, Mr. Neil
Cabrera, Miss Doreen Law and Mr. Wilson Chew for their dedication and work to get the MAM started.
On the 23 July, 2016, the executive Committee
members and 2 of the Brothers, Brother Dominic
Yeo-Koh and Brother Thomas Paul met in July to
brainstorm and decided on the 3 year goals of
MAM-SG. 3 main areas of focus were identified –
spiritual formation of the members, outreach and
community building. Three (3) Sub-committees
were set up for these areas of focus. The SubCommittees are Spiritual Formation, Outreach and
Community Building.
The Executive Committee Meeting
on 6 August 2016

And thus, on the 6 August, during the MAM
meeting, the Spiritual Formation team, which will
take care of the formation of its members, is headed by
deputy coordinator Mr Zerah Goh and assisted by members,
Mr Simon Lim, Mr Wilson Chew and Ms Jasmine Choo.
Mr Neil Cabrera is to lead the Outreach team to come up
with a plan to reach out to others who might be interested
and to recruit new members to join MAM-SG. Neil is
assisted by Ms Paulette Lirio, Mr Stanley Tan, Mr Ben Liu and
Ms Genevieve Chye.

The Outreach Team
L-R: Ben Liu, Neil Cabrera, Stanley Tan,
Paulette Lirio and Genevieve Chye
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The Community Building team, led by Ms Doreen Law and together with Ms Wendy Chan and Mr Henry
Tan will be responsible for bonding its members through social events organised or activities that will
help its members get to know each other better.
Mr Andrew Sng, who takes on many roles in his
work with the Church and also with the schools
and the Brothers of St Gabriel, will be the
advisor and the link to ensure that MAM-SG
complements and not duplicate the work that
they are doing.

Tercentenary Celebration at Hyderabad, Telangana,
India
(L-R: Andrew Sng, Henry Tan and Bro John Albert)

Although the MAM in Singapore is just at the
infancy stage, two Associates; Andrew Sng and
Henry Tan, together with Bro. John Albert
represented the Singapore-Malaysia Province
to participate in the Tercentenary Celebration
at Hyderabad on the 19-21 August, 2016.
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The year 2016 marks the 300th year of the death of St. Louis Marie de Montfort. Today,
they are numerous men and women following his spirituality. His well-known writing, the
True Devotion to Mary; had inspired many people and thus the Legion of Mary was
founded by an Irishman, namely Francis Michael "Frank" Duff (7 June 1889 – 7 November
1980) in 7 September 1921. There are about 4 million active members of the Legion of
Mary throughout the world.
Montfort had founded three Religious Congregations; the Company of Mary, the
Daughters of Wisdom and the Brothers of St. Gabriel. They professed the three
evangelical counsels. They work among the poor in various capacities as priest, teacher,
nurse, social worker, with the children, youth, handicapped, aged and the lonely.

Company of Mary (SMM)

Daughters of Wisdom (DW)

Brothers of St Gabriel (SG)

Any young men and women interested to know our way of life, please contact:
Bro Dominic Yeo-Koh
c/o Boy’s Town
624 Upper Bukit Timah Road
Singapore 678212
E: dominic_yeokoh@montfortcentre.org
T: +65-91914607
Malaysia-Singapore Province Bulletin Jul-Sep 2016 Issue 32

Page 30

